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 On January 30th 2004, President Bush signed his fiscal year 2005 Budget 

Proposal, which includes funding for the Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD).  The proposed budget would cut $1.9 billion from HUD's Housing 

Choice Voucher Program (HCV), which is administered by the Housing Authority of the 

County of Los Angeles.   

 The HCV program is the federal government's major strategy for assisting low- 

and very low-income families, the elderly, and the disabled to afford decent, safe, and 

sanitary housing in the private market. The program increases affordable housing 

choices for low- and very low-income families by allowing participants to find their own 

housing, including single-family homes, townhouses and apartments.  

 The proposed budget cut to the HCV program will drastically affect all 20,271 

families currently on the program, with the most severe effects on the very low-income 

households that currently receive housing assistance through the Housing Authority.   

 
-M-O-R-E- 
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The President’s Budget Proposal will cause:  

• the possible cancellation of housing assistance for many families receiving 

assistance through the HCV program, 

• the Housing Authority to select low-income families over very low-income families 

for assistance, because the very low-income families require a higher subsidy, 

which the Housing Authority will not be able to provide due to the large funding 

cuts, 

• higher rent payments by families remain ing in the HCV program - families who 

can least afford an increase, 

• private landlords to be less willing to participate in the program if subsidies are 

eliminated, reduced, or unreliable, thereby severely reducing the amount of 

affordable housing in Los Angeles County, and 

• fewer vouchers available for families who have been waiting for years to receive 

needed housing assistance.   

I, THEREFORE, MOVE THAT THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS: 

1. Oppose the President’s Proposed Budget pertaining to the HCV program, 

and any other efforts that would weaken the Housing Authority's ability to 

effectively administer the HCV program.  

 

-M-O-R-E- 
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2. Instruct the County’s Legislative Advocates to actively work for the defeat 

of the President’s fiscal year 2005 Budget proposal as it pertains to the 

HCV program.   

3. Instruct the Executive Officer of the Board to send a five-signature letter to 

the California Delegation, with copies to members of the Los Angeles 

Delegation, opposing the President’s fiscal year 2005 Budget proposal as 

it pertains to the HCV program.    
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